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City of Conesville 

 in Orono Township 

 

Source: https://statisticalatlas.com/  
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

BCR&N Railroad at Conesville 

There were two depots at Conesville; one right in the town to serve the BCR&N RR, and one at 
the south edge of Conesville for the Milwaukee Road. 

 
 

 
 
Cone BCR&N Railroad Depot, c.1900. 
Source: Rock Island Railway Historical 
Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railway (1869; 1876-1903) - During the construcƟon, 
bankruptcy, and the formaƟon of a new railroad company to take over, the M&M’s planned 
third northwesterly line – the road to Cedar Rapids – had been all but forgoƩen. Instead, other 
railroad interests formed to take over this project: 1) the Cedar Rapids & St. Paul Railway; and 
2) the Cedar Rapids & Burlington Railroad, which was to go from Cedar Rapids through Iowa 
City to Burlington. Eventually backers of both of these companies united as the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Minnesota Railway in 1868, with headquarters in Cedar Rapids. Iowa City was 
dropped from the route plans in favor of West Liberty, crossing the main line of the Rock Island 
Railroad in that town. ConstrucƟon started in 1869, as reported by the MuscaƟne Weekly 
Journal: 
 

The first Ɵe on the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Minnesota Railroad was put down on 
the levee at Burlington on the 14th inst., and a force of seventy-five men at once set to 
work track laying. The first shipment of iron is at Chicago, and will reach Burlington this 
week. The Hawk-Eye, from which we gather the above, says "that everything is in 
readiness and a sufficient force on hand to put down from a mile to & mile and a half 
per day.314 

 

Tracklaying proceeded from Burlington through Columbus JuncƟon (Louisa County) and into 
Orono Township of MuscaƟne County at Port Allen (nonextant county-line post office/staƟon), 
then north through Conesville, through Pike Township and newly plaƩed Nichols StaƟon, then 
north through Wapsinonoc Township and West Liberty. From there, the BCR&M conƟnued 



through Cedar County, Linn County and Cedar Rapids. Conesville was surveyed and plaƩed in 
1870 in anƟcipaƟon of the BCR&M Railroad. It was located in SecƟon 17 of Orono Township, 
and was named for its founder, Beebe S. Cone. The railroad built one of its signature two-story 
depots and the staƟon was known as “Cone.”315 In 1878, the town was incorporated as 
Conesville, and the liƩle railroad town was thriving. Businesses in the late 1870s included: a 
mill, three general stores, a clothing and boot and shoe store, two blacksmith shops, a 
wagonmaker, a grain business, a hotel, and two physicians.316 

 
314 MuscaƟne Weekly Journal, June 25, 1869. 
315 Bekker, Heritage VigneƩes,; Rogers, County Schools and Churches Survey, 11. 
316 History of MuscaƟne County, Iowa, 595-586; Rogers, County Schools and Churches Survey, 11. 
 

 
 



        

1874 Atlas shows Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota RR traversing West Liberty N/S, then 
Nichols NNE to SSW, then Conesville N/S, and on to Columbus Jct. The BCR&N Depot is between 
the two tracks. 

 



     

1899 Atlas shows the BCR&N RR with its depot in Conesville and further south in Port Allen. 



 

1902 Map shows the Burlington Cedar Rapids & Northern going north-south through Conesville 
and the Milwaukee Road right-of-way coming from MuscaƟne to Conesville and further 
southwest. 

 

1904 Map shows the route of the Milwaukee Road RR through Orono, Cedar and 76 Townships. 

 

1916 Atlas shows the BCR&N (north-south RR) changed to Chicago Rock Island and Pacific RR. 
The east-west RR is the Chicago Milwaukee & St Paul (Milwaukee Road). The1930 Atlas shows 
both Railroads as the same as 1916. 


