
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

 

The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with 

Howard, Mather, Sauer and Sorensen present.  Bonebrake was absent.  Chairperson 

Sorensen presiding. 

 

On a motion by Howard, second by Mather, the agenda was approved as written.  Ayes: 

All.  

 

On a motion by Sauer, second by Howard, claims dated September 25, 2017 were 

approved in the amount of $700,544.03.  Ayes: All. 

 

A Public Hearing was called to order by Chairperson Sorensen at 9:01 A.M. on a request 

from Todd Bermel, Record Owner, to rezone approximately two acres of property located 

in Fruitland Township from I-2 Heavy Industrial District to R-1 Residential District.  

Planning and Zoning Administrator Eric Furnas stated this request for rezoning is 

consistent with the Muscatine County Comprehensive Zoning Plan and the size of the 

property makes it impossible for I-2 Heavy Industrial use. No one spoke against the 

rezoning.  On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the public hearing was closed at 

9:05 A.M.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All.  

 

On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Board approved an ordinance rezoning 

approximately two acres of property located in Fruitland Township from I-2 Heavy 

Industrial District to R-1 Residential District on the first of three readings.  Roll call vote: 

Ayes: All. 

 

On a motion by Mather, second by Sauer, the Board approved Resolution #09-25-17-01 

Granting a 60-day Extension for Filing the Final Plat of the Sterner-Weihl 2
nd

 Addition.  

Roll call vote: Ayes: All. 

 

Discussion was held with Josh Spies, Lower Cedar Project Director, regarding the Lower 

Cedar River Watershed Management Authority.  The Board proposed an amendment to 

the existing 28E agreement addressing appointees to the Authority Board and termination 

of the Authority.  Spies stated no structure is currently in place to amend the 28E 

agreement and the appropriate time to address proposed amendments is during the first 

Authority Board meeting which is scheduled for November 14th at the West Branch City 

Hall.  Mather stated an amendment may be tough to accomplish since it would require 

agreement of the majority of the voting members. Howard stated his concerns regarding 

the use of tax dollars.  Spies stated the Iowa Code does not allow Watershed Management 

Authorities to have taxing powers.  Spies stated Iowa Code would allow non-

governmental bodies to participate on a Watershed Management Authority Board as non-

voting members only.  Spies stated non-governmental bodies such as the Nature 

Conservancy could act in an advisory capacity, but would have no vote on the Authority 

Board. 
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Spies stated in general the formation of a Watershed Management Authority is to address 

flooding and water quality management issues.  Spies stated the Muscatine County Board 

of Supervisors may want to appoint someone from its Board to be the voting 

representative who will attend the November 14th Lower Cedar Watershed Management 

Authority Board meeting at West Branch.  Administrative Services Director Nancy 

Schreiber stated the appointment will be on the October 2, 2017 Board of Supervisors 

meeting agenda. 

 

On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, the Chair was authorized to execute a 

Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau Impaired Driving Countermeasures Grant Contract in 

the amount of $41,500.  Ayes:  All. 

 

On a motion by Sauer, second by Howard, the following utility permit was approved:  

Muscatine Power and Water of Muscatine – fiber optic conduit from the intersection 

south of North Isett Avenue and Samuel Clemens Road to the Mark Twain Subdivision. 

Ayes:  All. 

 

Muscatine County Engineer Keith White updated the Board on various road projects. 

 

On a motion by Howard, second by Sauer, minutes of the Monday, September 18, 2017 

regular meeting were approved as written.  Ayes: All.  

 

Correspondence: 

Howard received a call from a school bus driver regarding the edges of the 

Fruitland road which is currently under construction.  

 Sauer had some conversations with residents regarding road conditions. 

Mather received calls regarding the proposed Lower Cedar Watershed 

Management Authority. 

 Sorensen received a call regarding a potential zoning issue near Verde Avenue. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Sauer attended a Muscatine County Conservation Board meeting September 18
th

. 

Mather attended an Eastern Iowa MH/DS Regional Board meeting September 

18
th

. 

Howard attended a Veteran’s Affairs Commission meeting September 19
th

. 

Sorensen attended an Emergency Food and Shelter Board meeting September  

  20
th

. 

 Sauer attended a Riverbend Transit Board meeting September 20
th

. 

 Sauer attended a Muscatine Board of Health meeting September 20
th

. 

 

Howard, Sauer and Mather attended the Farm Bureau Annual meeting at the Wilton 

Community Center September 19
th

. 
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On a motion by Howard, second by Mather, the Board approved Resolution #09-25-17-

02 Transferring Land to the Muscatine County Conservation Board.  Roll call vote: Ayes: 

All. 

 

On a motion by Mather, second by Sauer, the Board agreed to allow Muscatine 

Branching Out Volunteers to use the vacant parking lot across from the Muscatine 

County Courthouse on Saturday, October 14, 2017 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Ayes:  All. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 AM. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ _______________________________ 

Leslie A. Soule, County Auditor  Jeff Sorensen, Chairperson 

      Board of Supervisors 


