
Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission 
 

OFFICIAL MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at noon 

Muscatine County Administration Building 

I.Order of Business  - Agenda was approved as submitted by consensus. 

Meeting called to order at 12:03PM by Chair Koellner. 
Present: Ochiltree, Beveridge, Wertzbaugher, Koellner, Daufeldt, Pruitt, and Eagle 
came later due to a conflict. 
Others Present: Sandy Stevens; Mike Nolan, Horizon Architecture; and Sherry 
Seright 
Excused: Allgood and not present Jamie Boston 

A. Review February 12, 2020 meeting minutes (Daufeldt) Minutes were submitted and 
published.  Pruitt moved and Wertzbaugher 2nd to approve as submitted. The vote, all in 
agreement.  

B. Treasurer Report: is attached  

C. Meeting reviews by members since last meeting (All) 

This is a new agenda item that Chair Koellner will be using to have members report on 
other meeting they may attend on behalf of the Commission. 

Allgood for Wilton and Koellner for West Liberty- both had separate meetings with 
members of Tallgrass. Koellner said that they were impressed with the inventory of the 
significant homes in West Liberty and will provide both Allgood and Koellner with their 
findings for possible Historic Districts.  There was discussion about the West Liberty old 
depot location and the building on the site. In order to be listed on the Historic Register, 
the buildings must be on the original site. There were special accommodations for the 
schoolhouse to preserve it from demolition.   

Koellner attended the Board of Supervisors meeting on March 9,2020 to gain approval 
for the amended amount of Rural Schools and Churches Grant. Board approved the 
amount. 

D. Status, discussion and possible action of Historic Jail Museum/Archive including final 
architectural plans and fund-raising strategy (Wertzbaugher and Mike Nolan)  



Nolan provided drawings for the Phases2 Rehabilitation of the Old Jail and schematic 
design option of probable costs from 12.09.2019. The Opinion of Probable Costs was 
$341,422.4. (Attached 4 items: Costs and related drawings for the costs)  

Wertzbaugher provided a PowerPoint presentation on discussions for fund raising and 
will send this to all Commissioner members. Currently we are anticipating a shortfall of 
approximately $100K. However, this shortfall is expected to change as we move forward 
in the process and with a good pool of contractors. 

Eight steps for moving forward with the funding campaign were covered in the 
presentation by Wertzbaugher.  The letter writing campaign was not effective. The plan is 
to start the Corp/Business Asks phase. This Corp/Business asks will act as a match for the 
individual donors and others. 

All Commissioners are asked to provide Wertzbaugher directly, with a list of Business, 
addresses, and contacts names with phone numbers. Please provide appropriate person 
for making a commitment to the funding. This has a two-week deadline for the date of 
the meeting- Due date of MARCH 25TH. The goal is to raise $250K  

Wertzbaugher will forming a committee to fund raising and identifying grant sources, 
especially the Greater Muscatine Community Foundation, and others… CLG due in 
August, HRDP due in spring of 2021 and that application will require all the construction 
bids as backup for the request. Nolan’s fees might be covered in the CLG request. 

Some discussion was held on the Phase 3 portion of the building which is the restoration 
of the sheriffs home portion of the building. 

E. Discussion and possible action on Field Services Grant for potential project (Historic 
neighborhoods in West Liberty and Wilton) from Planning for Preservation – (Allgood & 
Koellner) This topic was covered in Item C above. 

F. Discussion and possible action on CLG Grant for County Schools and Churches 
including review and approval of Consultant RFP (Koellner, Pruitt and Daufeldt)  

Koellner attend the County Board of Supervisors and the grant was approved. See item C 
above. 

G. Status of NRHP nomination for Nichols Historic Commercial District; Field Services 
Report on Nichols Saint Mary's Church; and future work on other Nichols Historic 
Churches and Nichols Family Homes (Pruitt) Work is still in process with the consultant 
on 2 churches and 2 homes. 



H. Discussion and possible action on protecting historic building(s) at Fairport State Fish 
Hatchery including DNR's March 9 Public Meeting on proposed demolition of historic 
boiler and pumphouse building, and our possible listing of this building on the National 
Register of Historic Places. (Pruitt & Eagle)  

Fairport Fish Hatchery Report: 

Lynn Pruitt and Terry Eagle reported on the March 9 Public Meeting at the Pearl Button 
Museum to discuss the Iowa DNR's plans to demolish the historic Pump House building 
at the Fairport Fish Hatchery.  Objections to this planned demolition were presented by 
members of the Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission and other 
community members.  The DNR leadership is solicited written input from our group and 
the public to state their case for saving the historic building.  Primary among those 
reasons expressed were related to the critical involvement of the Pump House which is 
the only remaining research-related building connected to the Mussel Propagation at the 
1914 Fairport Biological Station. 

Pruitt recommended, and the Commissioners concurred, that a 3rd party structural 
evaluation be conducted for the Pump House to determine the viability and estimated cost 
of restoring this building.  He further recommended an investigation be made to 
determine restrictions and possible waivers for making repairs to the Pump House since it 
is located in the Mississippi River floodway. 

I. Explore HRDP Grants -- up to $50,000 -- Application due May 1, 2020 

J. Upcoming meetings -  none mentioned 

 

II.  Open Discussion – no new items were discussed 

III.       Confirm next meeting date and location – WEDNESDAY, April 8, 2020 

Attachments: 

1. March 2020 Financial Report 
2. Phase 2  Schematic Design Opinion Probable Costs (two pages) and Floor Plan 

Options 1 and 2. 



 



 



 



 



 


