
MUSCATINE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
      
 

  Danny Chick, District One Kurt Kirchner, District Two Scott Sauer, District Three 
 
 Nathan Mather, District Four Jeff Sorensen, District Five 
      
 

      
 

 Muscatine County Administration Building           414 East Third Street, Suite 101 Muscatine, Iowa 52761-4142
 Phone: (563)263-5317 Fax: (563)288-4235                 e-mail: administration@muscatinecountyiowa.gov 
         

 

AGENDA 
 

Monday, April 20, 2026 
 

9:00 a.m. 
 

You can watch the meeting live from your computer, laptop, or smartphone at 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MuscatineCounty/ 
 

1. Call to order. 

 

2. Review agenda. 

 

3. Discussion and possible action regarding the ARPA Grant Agreement between Muscatine 

County, Iowa and Muscatine Power and Water. 

 

4. Discussion and possible action authorizing the Historic Preservation Commission to submit a 

Historical Resource Development Program (HRDP) grant application in the amount of $7,487.00 

(grant amount $3,700, cash match $3,068 and in-kind services $719), with Historic Preservation 

Commissioners Lynn Pruitt and Chris Brase. 

 

5. Items with County Development Director Eric Furnas:  

a. Discussion and possible action to set a public hearing for Monday, May 18, 2026, at 9:00 

a.m. on the proposed rezoning of approximately 12.44 acres in Wapsie Township in the 

NW ¼ of Sec. 10-T78N-R4W, from A-1 Agricultural District to R-1 Residential District. 

b. Discussion and possible action to appoint Ashley Spitler to the Muscatine County Zoning 

Board of Adjustment for a five-year term ending March 31, 2031. 

c. Other.  

 

6. Items with County Engineer Bryan Horesowsky: 

a. Discussion and possible action to approve the purchase of two 2027 Mack Cab and Chassis 

trucks.  

b. Other. 

 

7. Discussion and possible action to approve a new application for a Class “C” Retail Alcohol 

License (LC) and Outdoor Service Permit for The Chart House Inc., 2142 Water Street, 

Muscatine, Iowa. 

 

8. Discussion and possible action to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2026 regular meeting 

 

9. Correspondence. 

 

10. Committee Reports. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MuscatineCounty/
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11. Items with the Administration Office: 

a. Action to accept the April 2026 payroll claims. 

b. Other. 

 

12. Receive information from County employees. 

 

13. Receive comments from the public. 

 

14. Closed session (at employee’s request) pursuant to Chapter 21.5(1)(i), Code of Iowa, for 

performance evaluation. (roll call vote to enter and exit closed session) 

 

15. Adjournment. 
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▪ MPW ARPA Grant Agreement Email 

 

▪ MPW ARPA Memo 
 

▪ Muscatine County-MPW Signed ARPA Agreement 
 

 

 



 
 
      

   
  

 
 

                       
                

     
 

                    
                   

                      
                     

 
                 

                  
                        

                    

 
                   

      
 
                 

From: Gage Huston <ghuston@mpw.org>
Date:  Apr 15, 2026 1:19 PM
Subject: FW: County Contract - NOFA  7
To: Nathan Mather <nathan.mather@co.muscatine.ia.us>,Jeff Sorensen <jeff.sorensen@co.muscatine.ia.us>
Cc: Danny Chick <danny.chick@muscatinecountyiowa.gov>,Kurt Kirchner
<kurt.kirchner@muscatinecountyiowa.gov>,Scott Sauer <scott.sauer@co.muscatine.ia.us>

Nathan,  Jeff-

Good  afternoon,  gentlemen!  I  believe  I  spoke  with  each  of  you  briefly  over  the  past  few  weeks  on  this  subject.  I  am 
requesting  your  consideration  to  waive  the  requested  reimbursement  on  MPW’s  $100k  grant  award  related  to  the  rural
fiber  expansion  project  completed  in  2025.

Upon  review  of  the  terms  of  the  grant  agreement,  it  does  appear  that  reimbursement  of  funds  is  allowable.  My  humble
request  to  waive  the  reimbursement  comes  simply  from  the  fact  this  was  not  our  staff’s  understanding  at  the  time  of
the  grant  award.  The  requested  grant  was  intended  to  close  a  funding  gap  to  allow  the  project  to  be  financially  viable.
Repayment  of  the  grant  simply  would  not  have  served  to  close  the  gap;  it  would  have  merely  shifted  the  timing  of  cash
flow.

I  believe  both  parties  understood  the  funds  would  be  used  to  construct  fiber  infrastructure  and  that  infrastructure  would
be  used  to  deliver  communications  services,  for  which  MPW  would  charge  standard  rates  for.  I  don’t  believe  there
was  any  discussion  at  the  time  about  a  reimbursement.  If  that  is  not  accurate  in  any  way,  please  let  me  know.  As  a 
fellow  government  entity,  the  rates  we  charge  in  no  way  result  in  profits  or  private  gain  to  any  individual  or  private 
corporation.

I  would  chalk  this  up  to  a  miscommunication  and/or  misinterpretation  of  how  the  grant  funds  would  be  utilized.  I 
sincerely  apologize  for  our  role  in  that.

I  would  be  happy  to  jump  on  a  call  at  any  time  to  discuss  further.  Thank  you.

 
 
Gage Huston│General Manager

Muscatine Power and Water│3205 Cedar Street | Muscatine, IA 52761
Office: 563.262.3300│Email: ghuston@mpw.org│Web: www.mpw.org 
Connect with MPW on LinkedIn | Instagram| Facebook
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State Historical Society of Iowa

Historical Resource Development Program (HRDP) and
Country School Grant Program - FY2027
Muscatine County Historical Preservation Commissio / Lynn Pruitt
606 Broadway Street
Nichols, IA 52766, United States
5632600234
pruitt.lynn@gmail.com

* indicates a required field

NOT SUBMITTED
Reviewers cannot see your material until you submit your application. Once you
have finished the last step, you will receive a confirmation message and ID
number.

Forms Edit

HRDP Applicant Information

Enter the contact information for the eligible entity submitting the
proposal.

1. Applicant Name

This is the name of the entity or individual that is requesting a grant. If a grant is
awarded, it will be awarded to the entity named here.

Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission

4/15/26, 3:52 PM State Historical Society of Iowa - SlideRoom - Submission
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2. Applicant Type

Specify the type of applicant. This information is used to determine the required
match ratio.

Unit of government

2.1. Certified Local Government Verification

If applying in the Historic Preservation category, attach verification that the city or
county participates in the Certified Local Government program and is determined to
be in good standing by the State Historic Preservation Office. CLG cities, counties
and land use districts must be current in their submission of Iowa CLG Annual
Report forms to be considered in good standing. Please contact Allison Archambo
at 515-281-6826 or allison.archambo@iowa.gov for verification that your CLG is
current with report submissions before applying to the Historic Resource
Development Grant Program. You do not need to attach CLG Verification if you are
applying in the Documentary Collections or Museums categories.

2025 CLG in good standing_Muscatine County.pdf

3. Federal Employer ID # (##-#######)

42-6005009

4. Applicant Mailing Address

This is the address where the applicant receives mail and to where grant funds will
be mailed. If the applicant is an organization, government unit, or business, this
should be that entity's mailing address, not the project officer's or grant writer's
mailing address.

Muscatine County Administrative Office, 414 E. Third St. Suite 101

5. Applicant City

Muscatine

6. Applicant State (XX)

IA

4/15/26, 3:52 PM State Historical Society of Iowa - SlideRoom - Submission
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7. Applicant Zip Code (#####)

52761

8. Applicant Phone

(563) 299-2173

9. Project County

Select the county where the project will take place. If the project is not county-
focused, select Statewide.

Muscatine

10. Project County 2 (if applicable)

If the project takes place in more than one county, select the second county here.

11. United States Congressional District

Enter the numeric U.S. Congressional District of the project's primary location. To
find the U.S. Congressional District, visit Find Your Legislator. Enter the project
address, city, or zip. The U.S. Representative can be found under "Other Elected
Officials."

2

12. Iowa Senate District

Enter the numeric Iowa Senate District of the project's primary location. To find the
Iowa Senate District, visit Find Your Legislator. Enter the project address, city, or zip
for an exact match.

46

13. Iowa House District

Enter the numeric Iowa House District of the project's primary location. To find the
Iowa House District, visit Find Your Legislator. Enter the project address, city, or zip
for an exact match.
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* indicates a required field

91

HRDP Applicant Profile

1. Mission Statement

If applying as a government or non-profit organization, please enter the current
mission statement. If you are applying as an individual or as a for-profit
organization, please include a statement that speaks to your mission related to the
historical resource that is the subject of this application.

Promote the educational, cultural, economic, and general welfare of the public
through the recognition, enhancement, and perpetuation of sites of historical
and cultural significance.

Safeguard and promote the use of the County’s historic, aesthetic, and cultural
heritage by preserving sites of historic and cultural significance, which will
stabilize and improve property values, and foster pride in the legacy of beauty
and achievements of the past.

2. Applicant Profile

Describe how the applicant fulfills its mission and serves its target population
through the programming or services it provides as well as the strategic priorities it
has identified, including reference to relevant notable achievements.

The final stages of the 2024 Survey of Historic Transportation Development
concluded with the installation of 26 historical site signs. We continue to
distribute the final report in book form and have updated the County’s
Geographic Information map to include all significant transportation landmarks.
The Fruit & Vegetable Industry Survey was completed in September 2025, this
survey has already seen 20 copies of its final report distributed in book form .
We are currently evaluating 20 sites for commemorative signage, with
installation scheduled for Spring 2026.
In collaboration with the City HPC, we completed a survey of the Underground
Railroad in the City and County of Muscatine in 2025. The Commission is
currently pursuing the 2026 goal of listing six identified locations on the National
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.
Community Collaboration: We were proud to assist the City HPC in successfully
hosting the 2025 Preserve Iowa Summit in Muscatine.
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https://iowahistory.slideroom.com/#/Submission/wizard/8783980/complete 4/25



* indicates a required field

* indicates a required field

We remain committed to public outreach by producing and distributing
educational brochures to local historical groups. The Commission staff an
information booth at the Bald Eagle Watch at Riverside Park and the Muscatine
County Fair.
The commission participation in the 2025 Preserve Iowa Summit.
We continue to foster strong partnerships with the Wilton Historic Preservation
Commission, the West Liberty Heritage Foundation, the Friends of the Fairport
Fish Hatchery, and the Muscatine Genealogy Society.

HRDP Project Information

1. Project Title

Provide a brief project title. Titles should be concise and informative, rather than
clever or creative.

Mississippi Courts Cabins and Supper Club Historic District NRHP Nomination

2. Project Summary

Summarize the project for which you are requesting funds, including the primary
use of requested funds, primary goals of the project and the desired impact that the
project will have on the community and the State of Iowa. If the project is awarded
a grant, this will be used for reports and press releases.

Mississippi Courts Tourist Cabins/Supper Club, 3149 Highway 22, east of
Muscatine (SE SW Section 27). ISIF #70-0018146. Tourist cabins and
roadhouse serving travelers on U.S. Highway 61/State Highway 22 East. The
property includes a 1910 bungalow, eight tourist cabins built in 1936, and a two-
bedroom cabin built in 1938. The tourist camp and supper club is associated
with the early to mid-twentieth century development of commercial roadside
businesses catering to motorists on this busy highway. Recognizing this historic
facility as a historic district will help preserve this piece of transportation history
in Muscatine County. The HRDP grant will be used to fund the services of a
historic consultant to direct the nomination.

Primary Contact Information
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Enter the contact information for the individual responsible for submitting
and responding to questions regarding the application.

1. Primary Contact First Name

Lynn

2. Primary Contact Last Name

Pruitt

3. Primary Contact Title

Commission Vice Chair

4. Primary Contact Organization

Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission

5. Primary Contact Address

Muscatine County Administrative Office, 414 E. Third St. Suite 101

6. Primary Contact City

Muscatine

7. Primary Contact State (XX)

IA

8. Primary Contact Zip Code (#####)

52761

9. Primary Contact Phone

(563) 260-0234
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10. Primary Contact Email

pruitt.lynn@gmail.com

Authorized Official Contact Information

Enter the contact information for the individual with legal authority to sign
the grant contract on behalf of the applicant. This may be the mayor, city
manager, county supervisor, individual applicant, chair of the board, board
president, business owner, to give some examples.

1. Authorized Official First Name

Danny

2. Authorized Official Last Name

Chick

3. Authorized Official Title

Chair, Board of Supervisors

4. Authorized Official Organization

Muscatine County

5. Authorized Official Address

Muscatine County Administrative Office, 414 E. Third St. Suite 101

6. Authorized Official City

Muscatine

7. Authorized Official State (XX)
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* indicates a required field

IA

8. Authorized Official Zip Code (#####)

52761

9. Authorized Official Phone

(563) 506-6882

10. Authorized Official Email

danny.chick@muscatinecountyiowa.gov

HRDP Ownership

1. Does the applicant own the historical resource?

The applicant is not required to be the owner of the historical resource. However,
the owner of the resource must provide their consent to the grant application.

No

1.1. Ownership Form

Please download and complete the Ownership Form, have the owner sign it, and
attach it to your application.

Download Instructions:

1) Click the link above for your project.

2) When the next screen opens, click the download button at the top (down arrow
with underline).

3) Open downloaded document and save to your desktop (click disk shape at top
right).

4) Open the saved document from your desktop and fill in the blanks on the form.

5) Save the document and attach it to the application.

Ownweship Cert. for Mississippi Courts.pdf
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* indicates a required fieldHRDP Grant Program Category

1.
Select the Historical Resource Development Category for which you are
applying.

Historic Preservation

1.1. Please select the type(s) of property or activity involved in the project.

a property or district that has an opinion of eligibility for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places from the State Historic Preservation Office
(emergency or nomination projects only)

1.2.
If you selected National Historic Landmark, a property individually listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, or a contributing resource in a
Historic District, or a property or district that has an opinion of eligibility,
please attach verification of this status here.

For a National Register of Historic Places nominated property or district, please
attach the approved National Register nomination form. Digital versions of many
National Register nominations are available at npgallery.nps.gov/nrhp.

For the properties or districts that have an opinion of eligibility, please attach a
reviewed Iowa Site Inventory Form.

Mississippi Courts ISIF-compressed.pdf

1.3. Property Name

Provide the current name of the property.

Jeanie R. Mcglothlen Private Residence

1.4. Historic Name of Property (if applicable)

Provide the historic name, if it is known and is different than the current name.

Mississippi Courts Tourist Camp and Supper Club

1.5. Name of Historic District (if applicable)
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* indicates a required field

Enter the name of the historic district the property is located in.

1.6. Property Address

Provide the address where the property is located.

3149 Highway 22

1.7. Property City

Provide the city where the property is located.

Muscatine

1.8. Property County

Provide the county where the property is located.

Muscatine

HRDP Public Access

1. Does the public have access to the historical resource?

No

1.1.
How do you plan to make the historical resource accessible to the public to
meet the program guidelines?

Although the Mississippi Courts Tourist Camp and Supper Club is privately
owned and not generally open to the public, the property is highly visible from
State Highway 22 and the public right-of-way, allowing visitors to view the
historic buildings and their setting. The Muscatine County Historic Preservation
Commission has already installed interpretive signage at the site as part of its
countywide historic resource survey program, providing publicly accessible
information about the history.
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* indicates a required field

1.2.
Is there a reason that the historical resource cannot be made accessible to
the public? Please explain.

The property owner has expressed interest in restoring one of the tourist cabins
for interpretive purposes. If the project is completed and the property is listed in
the National Register, the owner intends to make the restored cabin available
for public viewing by appointment and during occasional special events or tours.

HRDP Project Description

1. Specifically identify the historical resource and state its significance.

Prepare a detailed description of the historical resource. Identify the historical
resource(s). What is it? Explain why the resource has value to Iowa history and
Iowans. Does it have international, national, statewide, or local significance? Does
it relate to international, national, statewide, or local issues? What makes this
resource unique?

The historical resource is the Mississippi Courts Tourist Camp and Supper Club,
located at 3149 Highway 22 east of Muscatine in Sweetland Township,
Muscatine County. The property consists of a c.1910 bungalow that later served
as a roadhouse, café, and filling station; eight one-room tourist cabins built in
1936; a larger two-bedroom cabin built in 1938; and their associated setting built
into the bluff overlooking the Mississippi River and the former route of U.S.
Highway 61. Mississippi Courts was established in 1936 by Charles and Ina
Mae Thayer as a tourist camp serving motorists traveling between Muscatine
and Davenport. The property offered overnight lodging, meals, gasoline, and
later entertainment and dining as the Mississippi Courts Supper Club. Between
1936 and 1955, it evolved from a roadside tourist court into one of the best-
known supper clubs in the Muscatine area.
Under National Register criteria, the property is potentially significant at the local
level in the area of Commerce. Mississippi Courts is important because it
reflects the development of roadside businesses in Muscatine County along
U.S. Highway 61, one of the county’s principal transportation corridors. The
property illustrates how improved roads and automobile travel reshaped the
local economy by creating businesses that catered to motorists through lodging,
food service, fuel sales, and entertainment. It is also associated with the growth
of Muscatine County’s tourism and recreational economy during the
midtwentieth century. The property relates to larger national and statewide
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patterns in the rise of automobile
travel and roadside commerce, but its significance derives from the role it
played within Muscatine County. Mississippi Courts served both travelers and
local residents and became one of the best-known roadside establishments
east of Muscatine during the 1940s and 1950s. As the Mississippi Courts
Supper Club, it functioned as a local social and entertainment center in addition
to serving motorists traveling along U.S. Highway 61.
The nomination also will evaluate whether the property may be additionally
eligible under Criterion C as a rare and intact example of a roadside tourist court
property type. The combination of the roadhouse and filling station, nine tourist
cabins, and their distinctive arrangement on the bluff overlooking the Mississippi
River may represent one of the best-preserved tourist court complexes
remaining in Muscatine County and possibly eastern Iowa.
Mississippi Courts is distinctive because it retains nearly the entire historic
complex associated with its period of significance. The property still includes the
original bungalow adapted as a roadhouse and filling station, the tourist cabins,
and the historic arrangement of the buildings on the bluff overlooking the river
corridor. Few roadside properties in Muscatine County survive with this degree
of integrity or so clearly illustrate the transition from tourist camp to supper club.
The property therefore has value to local history and to Iowans as an unusually
intact example of the roadside businesses that once lined Iowa’s highways.

2. Provide an overview of the activities you will complete.

What will you do and how will it be done? Which professional standards will be
followed to complete this project? How will you apply the professional standards?
How are these activities relevant to your mission? Identify project partners and their
responsibilities.

The project is the preparation of a National Register of Historic Places
nomination for the Mississippi Courts Tourist Camp and Supper Club, an
exceptionally intact roadside commercial property associated with the
development of U.S. Highway 61 in Muscatine County, located at 3149 Highway
22 east of Muscatine. The property was documented as a significant
transportation-related resource during the CLG Grant-funded Survey of Historic
Transportation Development in Muscatine County in 2023. The property
appears individually eligible as a historic district under Criterion A in the area of
Commerce for its association with the development of roadside businesses,
tourist courts, filling stations, roadhouses, and supper clubs along U.S. Highway
61 between 1936 and 1955.
The property includes the c.1910 bungalow/roadhouse/filling station, eight 1936
tourist cabins, a 1938 larger cabin, and the associated landscape setting
overlooking the Mississippi River corridor. The nomination will build upon the
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existing Iowa Site Inventory Form, while expanding the historic context, refining
significance, documenting integrity, and evaluating whether the property may
also be significant under Criterion C as an increasingly rare and intact tourist
court property type.
The project will be completed in four phases. First, the consultant will conduct
additional archival research using newspapers, county records, highway plans,
maps, aerial photographs, postcards, and comparative studies of other tourist
courts and roadside businesses in Iowa. Research will further document the
development of the property and its role in Muscatine County’s transportation
and tourism history. Second, the consultant will conduct a site visit to
photograph and document the buildings, landscape, and contributing resources
and to verify existing conditions and integrity. Third, the consultant will prepare a
draft National Register nomination, including the property description, statement
of significance, historic context, integrity analysis, boundary justification, maps,
photographs, and
bibliography. Finally, the consultant will revise the nomination following review
and comment by the Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission, Iowa
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and State Nominations Review
Committee (SNRC).
Consultant services are necessary because the project requires specialized
knowledge of National Register criteria, historic context development, integrity
analysis, and Iowa SHPO documentation requirements. The consultant meets
the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for History
and
Architectural History and has extensive experience preparing National Register
nominations and CLG funded preservation projects in Iowa and Muscatine
County.
The project will follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines
for Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Register Bulletin guidance,
and Iowa SHPO requirements for National Register nominations. Research and
evaluation will follow National Register criteria for significance and integrity and
will identify contributing and noncontributing resources, historic boundaries, and
the appropriate level of significance. Photography, mapping, and documentation
will conform to Iowa SHPO and National Park Service standards. These
activities are directly relevant to the mission of the Muscatine County Historic
Preservation
Commission to identify, document, preserve, and interpret historic resources
associated with Muscatine County history. The project builds upon the
Commission’s recent CLG-funded survey of transportation related historic
resources and advances its goal of recognizing and preserving significant
roadside and transportation-related properties.
Project partners include the Muscatine County Historic Preservation
Commission, which will administer the grant, oversee the project, review draft

4/15/26, 3:52 PM State Historical Society of Iowa - SlideRoom - Submission

https://iowahistory.slideroom.com/#/Submission/wizard/8783980/complete 13/25



materials, and provide public access to the completed nomination; the property
owner, who will provide access to the site and review the nomination; the
consultant, who will complete all research, fieldwork, and nomination
preparation; and Iowa SHPO,
which will review the nomination and provide comments prior to consideration
by the State Nominations Review Committee.
Grant funds would support historical research, a site visit and field
documentation, preparation of the National Register nomination, maps and
photographs, and revisions following review by the Muscatine County Historic
Preservation Commission, Iowa SHPO, and SNRC. The resulting nomination
would provide formal recognition of the significance of the property and support
its long-term preservation and potential availability as a heritage tourism
destination and local educational resource.

3. How will the proposed activities assist the historical resource?

Explain why this project is needed. Is the resource threatened? How will this project
help preserve, conserve, interpret, enhance or educate the public about this
resource? Why is this the right thing to do? How will you measure if this project is
successful?

The Mississippi Courts Tourist Camp and Supper Club is one of the most intact
surviving tourist court properties in Iowa, retaining its original roadhouse, filling
station, nine tourist cabins, and historic setting along the former U.S. Highway
61 corridor. Although the property survives with good integrity, it is vulnerable
because it has never been formally documented or recognized through the
National Register of Historic Places. Without a National Register nomination,
the property’s significance may remain unknown to future owners, local officials,
and the public, increasing the risk of inappropriate alterations, deferred
maintenance, or eventual loss.
This project is needed to provide thorough documentation and formal
recognition of the property before additional changes occur. The nomination will
establish the property’s significance under National Register criteria, define its
contributing resources and historic boundaries, and create a permanent record
of its history and physical character. The project will document not only the
buildings themselves, but also the broader history of automobile travel, roadside
commerce, tourism, and supper clubs in Muscatine County and Iowa.
The proposed activities will directly assist the resource by providing the
information needed for future preservation and interpretation. National Register
listing may make the property eligible for additional preservation incentives and
grants and can guide future rehabilitation work so that the character-defining
features of the tourist cabins, roadhouse, and landscape are retained. The
nomination will also help the owner and community better understand which
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features contribute to the significance of the property and should be preserved.
The project will further assist the resource by increasing public awareness. The
completed nomination will include a detailed history, photographs, maps, and
documentation that can be used in local interpretation, educational programs,
and heritage tourism efforts. Because Mississippi Courts represents a rare and
endangered type of roadside property in Iowa, documenting it now is the right
thing to do before more of these resources disappear.
The project will be considered successful if a complete National Register
nomination is prepared and accepted by the Iowa State Historic Preservation
Office for consideration by the State Nominations Review Committee and formal
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Success will also be
measured by whether the project results in increased public awareness of the
property, provides a permanent historical record, and creates a foundation for
future preservation and interpretation.

4.
How will the project impact the local community? Describe the public value
of the proposed project to Iowans.

Explain why this project has public value. Does the project address a need in the
community or a goal for your organization? What will be the impact on the local
community and to the state of Iowa? How will you share the completed project or
provide public access to the resulting project activity? Will the resource and project
be shared beyond the project site, such as online? How will you sustain the project
and public access in the future? Explain why the proposed project merits
investment from the State.

The project has public value because it will preserve and share an important but
underrepresented aspect of Iowa history. Mississippi Courts is significant not
only to Muscatine County, but to the history of roadside tourism, automobile
travel, and commercial development throughout Iowa. The property illustrates
how the growth of U.S. Highway 61 transformed the Mississippi River corridor
through the
creation of tourist cabins, filling stations, roadhouses, and supper clubs serving
travelers.
The project supports an existing goal of the Muscatine County Historic
Preservation Commission to identify and preserve historic resources associated
with transportation and tourism. The Mississippi Courts property was identified
as potentially eligible through the recent countywide Survey of Historic
Transportation Development (2023 CLG Grant-funded project), and this
nomination is the next logical step in that effort. Completing the nomination will
build on previous public investment in historic resource surveys and ensure that
the information gathered through those projects is made available to the public.
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The completed nomination will benefit the local community by increasing
awareness of Muscatine County’s roadside heritage and by encouraging
preservation of the property. National Register recognition may support heritage
tourism, strengthen community pride, and encourage interest in other historic
roadside properties along the Mississippi River corridor. Because relatively few
tourist courts survive in Iowa, the nomination may also serve as a model for
other communities seeking to document similar resources.
The project will be shared beyond the property site. The final nomination will
become part of the public record through the Iowa State Historic Preservation
Office and the National Park Service. Copies will be provided to the Muscatine
County Historic Preservation Commission and the property owner, and the
Commission intends to make the information available through its files and
online platforms. The research and photographs may also be shared through
local presentations, educational programming, newspaper articles, or social
media. As a result, the project will reach audiences beyond Muscatine County
and contribute to a broader understanding of Iowa’s transportation and tourism
history.
The public benefits of the project will continue long after the grant period ends.
The National Register documentation will remain permanently accessible
through the Iowa SHPO and National Park Service records and may support
future interpretation, preservation planning, grant applications, and rehabilitation
efforts. Investment by the State is warranted because this project will preserve
and share a rare historic resource whose significance extends beyond the local
community to the history of Iowa as a whole.

HRDP Project Scope of Work

This section will allow you to provide a step-by-step description of how the
project will be carried out. The scope of work must clearly relate to the
major work items provided in the budget as line items. Please identify
each work item; provide an estimate of how much time each project
element will take; and provide action steps needed to complete each work
item.

1. Scope of Work

Identify each project element and timeline in the table below. Detailed explanations
of the action steps needed to complete each project element will go in the text box
below.
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Work Item Timeline

Kick-off call with consultant, project director, and
SHPO

July–September
2026

Review existing materials, conduct additional
historical research, complete site visit and
photography

July–September
2026

Prepare draft National Register nomination and
supporting documentation

October–
November 2026

Submit first draft nomination to Iowa SHPO by the
consideration date for the June 11, 2027 State
Nominations Review Committee meeting

December 7,
2026

Revise nomination in response to SHPO comments
by March deadline

December
2026–March
2027

Submit revised draft nomination to Iowa SHPO for the
June 11, 2027 State Nominations Review Committee
meeting

March 31, 2027

State Nominations Review Committee meeting June 11, 2027

Revise nomination in response to State Nominations
Review Committee comments

June–July 2027

Submit final nomination to Iowa SHPO for transmittal
to the National Park Service

July 27, 2027

2. Action Steps
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Please provide detailed action steps for each work item identified above. Label
each action step with the appropriate work item. Identify what you will do, how it will
be done, and how you will apply required professional standards.

Task 1. Project Initiation and Existing Documentation Review: Review the
existing Iowa Site Inventory Form, previous survey materials, county assessor
information, aerial imagery, historic maps, historic highway plans, and previous
research already completed for the property. Establish preliminary National
Register boundaries, contributing/noncontributing resources, and areas of
significance.
Task 2. Additional Historical Research: Conduct additional research needed for
a complete National Register nomination. Research will focus on: a)
Development of U.S. Highway 61 and roadside commerce in Muscatine County;
b) Tourist courts and cabin camps in Iowa and along the Mississippi River
corridor; c)
The transition from tourist camp to supper club and café; d) Property ownership
and operation under the Thayers, Banes, Fords, Liebbes, Fays, Helmichs, and
later owners; e) Newspaper advertisements, promotional materials, postcards,
plat maps, aerial photographs, and highway records; f) Comparative analysis
with other surviving tourist courts and roadside properties in Iowa; and g)
Investigation of potential Criterion C significance as an intact tourist court
property type. Research will primarily use local newspaper collections, county
records, Iowa DOT records, historical atlases, Sanborn-type mapping where
available, and secondary sources on roadside architecture and automobile
tourism.
Task 3. Site Visit and Photography: Conduct one site visit to photograph the
property and verify existing conditions, integrity, contributing resources, and
boundary lines. Additional photographs will be taken as required for the
nomination and photo log.
Task 4. Preparation of National Register Nomination: Prepare a complete
National Register nomination form and attachments, including: a) Description of
all resources; b) Statement of significance; c) Historic context narrative; d)
Integrity analysis; e) Contributing/noncontributing resource list; f) Boundary
description and justification; g) Maps, site plan, and photo key; and h)
Bibliography and list of figures. The nomination will be prepared for submission
to the Iowa State Historic Preservation Office by the consideration deadline
(December 7, 2027) for the June 2027 State Nominations Review Committee
Meeting (SNRC).
Task 5. Review and Revision: Revise the nomination following one round of
review comments from the MCHPC and up to two rounds of comments from the
Iowa SHPO. Present to the SNRC, revise nomination post-SNRC, and submit to
SHPO for transmittal to the National Park Service by the July 2027 deadline.
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* indicates a required fieldHRDP Budget

Provide a detailed budget by categories of expenditures. Your expenses
should be divided by category: Consultants, Contractors, Personnel,
Materials/Supplies, Equipment, and Other. In the HRDP Grant Request
section, list the amount of grant dollars you are requesting for each
budget item. In the Cash Match section, list how much cash the applicant
will provide for each budget item. In the In-Kind Match section, list the
value of any donated services for each budget item.

1. Consultants

Expense
Description

HRDP Grant
Request

Cash
Match

In-Kind
Match

Total

Consultant 3700 2600 0 6300

2. Contractors

3. Personnel

Expense
Description

HRDP Grant
Request

Cash
Match

In-Kind
Match

Total

Project Director 0 0 719 719

Secretary 0 60 0 60

Administrator 0 180 0 180

4. Materials/Supplies

4/15/26, 3:52 PM State Historical Society of Iowa - SlideRoom - Submission

https://iowahistory.slideroom.com/#/Submission/wizard/8783980/complete 19/25



5. Equipment

6. Other Expenses

Expense
Description

HRDP Grant
Request

Cash
Match

In-Kind
Match

Total

Travel 0 78 78

Printing 0 150 150

7. Totals

Grant Request
Total

Cash Match
Total

In-Kind Match
Total

Total Project
Cost

3700 3068 719 7487

8. Budget Explanation

Summarize the project budget, including: An explanation of the intended use of
funds and how each budget item connects to the scope of work; how each budget
line item was calculated; sources of applicant cash match and/or in-kind match; and
any additional sources of project revenue leveraged by requested funds. If you
have received estimates from contractors or vendors, please attach this supporting
documentation in the "Portfolio" section of the application.

Requested grant funds will support consultant services necessary to complete
the National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Mississippi Courts
Tourist Camp and Supper Club. Consultant costs are based on the estimated
time required to complete the scope of work, including additional archival
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research, site visit and field documentation, photography, preparation of the
nomination, maps and photo key, and revisions following reviews by the
Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission, Iowa SHPO, and the
State Nominations Review Committee.

Professional services are estimated at 70 hours at $90 per hour, for a total of
$6,300. The hours include research, fieldwork, preparation of the nomination
narrative and supporting materials, and revisions. Travel costs are based on two
round trips between Coralville and Muscatine, approximately 200 miles total,
reimbursed at the CLG mileage rate of $0.39 per mile, for a total of $78. A lump
sum of $150 is included for printing, photocopying, postage, binding of two final
nomination copies for the Muscatine County Historic Preservation Commission,
and other incidental materials necessary to complete and submit the project.

In-kind services provided by local Historic Preservation Commission are
included as 24 hours for the Project Director at $29.96/hour totaling $719.
Muscatine County staff is included as 4 hours for Secretary at $15/hour totaling
$60 and 4 hours for Administrator at $45/hour totaling $180. These services
include grant administration, coordination with the consultant and property
owner, review of draft materials, preparation of required grant documentation,
and public access to the completed nomination.

The local cash match of $3,068 will be provided from Muscatine County Historic
Preservation allocated funds provided by the Muscatine County Board of
Supervisors. No additional project revenue sources are anticipated.

HRDP Professional Involvement

Every project in the Historic Preservation or Country School-Historic
Preservation category must involve a trained professional in a discipline
appropriate to the project scope. If applying in this category, enter the
contact information, a letter of commitment and credentials for the
professional involved in the project.

1. Is this an application in the Historic Preservation category?

This applies to both regular HRDP and Country School grant programs.

Yes

1.1. Professional First Name
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Jennifer

1.2. Professional Last Name

Price

1.3. Professional Title

Historic Preservation Consultant

1.4. Professional Organization or Business Name

Price Preservation Research

1.5. Professional Address

P.O. Box 5201

1.6. Professional City

Coralville

1.7. Professional State (XX)

IA

1.8. Professional Zip Code

52241

1.9. Professional Phone

(319) 594-9513

1.10. Professional Email

jenniferprice1311@icloud.com
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1.11. Professional Involvement Letter of Commitment

Attach a letter verifying the involvement of the identified professional in the project

Letter of Commitment-Price Preservation Research.pdf

1.12. Professional Involvement Credentials

Attach a document demonstrating the credentials of the identified professional for
the project. This should document the knowledge and expertise the identified
professional has with historic preservation projects.

Professional Credentials-Jennifer Price.pdf

Minority Impact Statement

Pursuant to 2008 Iowa Acts, HF 2393, Iowa Code Section 8.11, grant
applications submitted to the State of Iowa shall include a Minority Impact
Statement. This is the state's mechanism to require grant applicants to
consider the potential impact of the grant project's proposed programs or
policies on minority groups.

1.
Please choose the statement that pertains to this grant application. Complete
all the information requested for the chosen statement.

The proposed grant project programs or policies are not expected to have a
disproportionate or unique impact on minority persons.

1.1. Present the rationale for determining no impact .

The proposed National Register of Historic Places nomination will be
prominently displayed for all to view from public access.

2. Certification

I hereby certify that the information on this form is complete and accurate, to the
best of my knowledge.
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Postcard view north of Mississippi Courts Tourist
Camp on Highway 61, c.1939,

Photo courtesy of Jeanie Shelangoski,
Muscatine, Iowa.

Mississippi Courts Site plan

Base Map: Beacon/Muscatine Area Geographic
Information Consortium (MAGIC)/ 2019 Imagery

Miss. Courts East House

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

Miss. Courts Supper Club looking E

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

Miss. Courts Supper Club looking W

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

Miss. Courts Supper Club with signage

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

MEDIA Edit
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Miss. Courts Tourist Cabins 1

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

Miss. Courts Tourist Cabins 2

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner

Miss. Courts Tourist Cabins 3

Photo by Lynn Pruitt, Commissioner
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MUSCATINE COUNTY 
ENGINEER’S OFFICE AND HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

3610 Park Ave West • Muscatine IA 52761 
(563) 263-6351 • engineer@muscatinecountyiowa.gov 

 

Bryan Horesowsky, PE, County Engineer  Brian Meinsma, PE, Assistant County Engineer 
Dennis Michael, PLS, Assistant Engineer  Jaime Benitez, Assistant to the Engineer 
Shawn Vollmer, LSI, Assistant to the Engineer  Kyle Soukup, Road Foreman 
Kristy Cox, Office Administrator   

 
 

2027 Dump Truck Cab and Chassis Quotes 
  

  Nextran Truck Centers  - Mediapolis, IA 
  2027 Mack Granite 64 BR 
Price Per Unit $166,197.00 
Number of Units  2 
Total Price $332,394.00 

  

 Recommended Purchase – Nextran Truck Centers 

  
Potential Trades   
Unit #8 -2017 Mack Granite   
Unit #10 -2017 Mack Granite   
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Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 

Monday, April 13, 2026 

 

The Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Chick, 

Kirchner, Mather, Sauer and Sorensen present. Chairperson Chick presiding. 

 

On a motion by Sorensen, second by Sauer, the agenda was approved as presented.  Ayes: All. 

 

On a motion by Sorensen, second by Sauer, the Board approved claims dated April 13, 2026, in 

the amount of $3,121,157.80. Ayes: All.   

 

A Public Hearing was called to order by Chairperson Chick at 9:01 A.M. on the proposed FY26/27 

Muscatine County Budget. Administration and Finance Director Kala Naber reviewed the 

revenues and expenditures for the proposed FY26/27 Muscatine County Budget.  No one from the 

public spoke.  On a motion by Mather, second by Sorensen, the Board moved to close the Public 

Hearing at 9:07 A.M.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All.   

On a motion by Sorensen, second by Mather, the Board approved Resolution #04-13-26-01 

Approval of Elected Officials Fiscal Year 26/27 Salaries. Roll call vote: Ayes: All.   

 

RESOLUTION #04-13-26-01 

APPROVAL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS FISCAL YEAR 26/27 SALARIES 

 

WHEREAS, the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors voted to take no action to reestablish the 

dissolved Muscatine County Compensation Board, duties and responsibilities were transferred to 

the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors on December 16, 2024, in accordance with Iowa Code 

Chapters 331.905 and 331.907; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors met on January 26, 2026 and discussed 

the salaries for elected officials for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026.  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors approves the 

following salary adjustments for the following elected officials for the fiscal year beginning July 

1, 2026: 

 

Elected Official  

FY25/26 

Current Salary  Approved Increase  

FY26/27  

Approved Salary 

Auditor  $89,189  3.0%  $91,865 

County Attorney  $165,481  3.0%  $170,445 

Recorder  $88,758  3.0%  $91,421 

Sheriff  $141,286  6.5%  $150,470 

Supervisors  $31,785*  3.0%  $32,739* 

Treasurer  $89,189  3.0%  $91,865 

 

* Plus $2,500 for Board Chair and $1,500 for Vice-Chair. 
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PASSED and APPROVED this 13th day of April, 2026. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/Tibe Vander Linden      /s/Danny Chick, Chairperson 

Muscatine County Auditor   Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 

On a motion by Sauer, second by Sorensen, the Board approved Resolution #04-13-26-02 

Adopting the Fiscal Year 26/27 County Budget.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All.   

 

RESOLUTION #04-13-26-02 

ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2026/27 COUNTY BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS, the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors conducted a public hearing on April 13, 

2026, where citizens of Muscatine County were invited to comment on the Fiscal Year 2026/27 

budget, as duly published according to Section 331.434(2) of the Code of Iowa; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors appreciates comments from the citizens 

and encourages all citizens to be informed and participate in county government. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors that the 

Fiscal Year 2026/27 County budget is adopted as per the Proposed County Budget Summary for 

Fiscal Year 2026/27. 

 

PASSED and APPROVED this 13th day of April, 2026. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/Tibe Vander Linden      /s/Danny Chick, Chairperson 

Muscatine County Auditor   Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 

 

A Public Hearing was called to order by Chairperson Chick at 9:09 A.M. on the proposal to enter 

into a General Obligation Loan Agreement to facilitate the repurposing of prior bond proceeds. 

Naber reviewed the repurposing of prior bond proceeds. No one from the public spoke. On a 

motion by Sorensen, second by Kirchner, the Board moved to close the Public Hearing at 9:10 

A.M.  Roll call vote: Ayes: All.    

 

On a motion by Mather, second by Sorensen, the Board approved Resolution #04-13-26-03 

Taking Action on Proposal to Enter into a General Obligation Loan Agreement and Repurposing 

of Prior Bond Proceeds. Ayes: All.   
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RESOLUTION #04-13-26-03 

RESOLUTION TAKING ACTION ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A 

GENERAL OBLIGATION LOAN AGREEMENT AND REPURPOSING 

OF PRIOR BOND PROCEEDS 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors (the ”Board”) of Muscatine County, Iowa (the “County”), 

proposes to enter into a General Obligation Loan Agreement (the “Loan Agreement”) and to 

borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,025,000 pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 331.402 and Section 331.441(2)(b)(5) of the Code of Iowa for the purpose 

of paying the costs, to that extent, of: (a) renovating the Deep Lakes Park Maintenance Facility 

($100,000); (b) undertaking general physical maintenance and repairs to County facilities 

($200,000); (c) undertaking repairs to the Community Services Building ($275,000); and (d)   

improving the County geothermal field for heating and cooling County buildings ($450,000) (the 

“Projects”), and pursuant to law and duly published notice of the proposed action has held a 

hearing thereon on April 6, 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, in lieu of entering into an additional credit facility, the Board intends to use the 

borrowing authority relative to the Loan Agreement to repurpose proceeds remaining from the 

prior issuance of the County’s General Obligation Levee Improvements Note, Series 2022 (“Note 

Proceeds”) to pay costs of the Projects; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Muscatine County, Iowa, as 

follows: 

Section 1. The Board of Supervisors hereby approves the Loan Agreement and declares that 

this resolution constitutes the “additional action” required by Section 331.443(2) of 

the Code of Iowa. It is hereby ordered that up to $1,025,000 of the Note Proceeds 

be expended to pay the costs of the Project. 

Section 2. All resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent 

of such conflict. 

Section 3. This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption and 

approval, as provided by law. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 13th day of April, 2026. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/Tibe Vander Linden      /s/Danny Chick, Chairperson 

Muscatine County Auditor   Muscatine County Board of Supervisors 
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On a motion by Sauer, second by Sorensen, the Board approved the minutes of the April 6, 2026, 

regular meeting. Ayes: All.  

 

Correspondence: 

 Chick received a call from Aaron Hackett with concerns which were shared with  

  County Development Director Eric Furnas. 

 Chick and Mather received an email from Joann Conrad regarding concerns with  

accidents at the intersection of Highway 38 and 155th Street. Chick stated  

the possibility of flashing stop signs at several intersections has been discussed at 

prior meetings.  Kirchner stated at a recent DOT meeting the possibility of  

flashing stop signs to be placed at five intersections were discussed.  DOT is  

expected to respond to County Engineer Bryan Horesowsky.   

 Chick received a call from a citizen with concerns of a family member at the jail as there 

  were plumbing back up problems.  Chick talked to Assistant Jail Administrator  

  Nick Doy who was addressing the problem.   

 All Supervisors received an email from Furnas about a solar application in the West  

Liberty area.   

 All Supervisors received an email with information about Earth Day Lunch & Learn Fair 

  to be held on April 22nd, 2026, at the Stanley Center for Peace & Security.   

  Mather stated the email invite was from Muscatine County Energy  

District, however, they are not affiliated with Muscatine County in any way.   

Committee & Meeting Reports: 

        Mather stated Veterans Affairs Director Eric Sanders presented last week at the Iowa  

State Bar Association Continuing Education session on how to advocate for  

veterans benefits.    

Sorensen attended a Ports of Eastern Iowa meeting on April 8, 2026.  The annual 

 National Waterways Conference is scheduled in the Quad Cities in August 2026.   

 

Community Services Director Jessica Bopes stated she also presented at the Iowa State Bar 

Association Continuing Education session last week. 

 

Furnas updated the Board on the sidewalk and parking lot project.  The broken sidewalk and 

curb and gutter were cut out on 4th Street. The sidewalk area that was removed near the historic 

jail created water and soil issues in the basement due to heavy rain last week. Furnas stated there 

was no basement wall damage, but it will require basement clean up and a sink hole to be filled.  

Furnas stated the Community Services Building project is in Phase II with additional stonework 

and some of the front ramp columns to be replaced.  Furnas stated the Conservation Maintenance 

Building septic system, the well and a divider wall have been installed. 

 

County Treasurer Amy Zybarth stated the Treasurer’s Office will be closed on Wednesday,  

April 15th for DOT training for the entire staff.   

 

Conservation Director Katie Hammond stated the County Conservation Naturalists won a 

Community Impact award at the recent United Way of Muscatine meeting.   Hammond read the  

award ceremony speech and stated she was proud of the award.   
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Merlin Bartz, Invenergy Iowa County Outreach Manager, Grafton, Iowa, stated he is present at 

today’s meeting as a courtesy visit as Invenergy has submitted a special permit with the Zoning 

Department.  Bartz offered an informal invite to attend the Board of Adjustment Public Hearing 

scheduled for May 20, 2026, at 6:00 P.M. at the Environmental Learning Center, 3300 Cedar 

Street, Muscatine.  Bartz thanked Furnas for working with the Project Manager Steve Morris and 

the rest of Invenergy’s team to submit the permit. Bartz stated the Board and Furnas can call his 

cell phone if there are any questions or concerns.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 A.M.  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Tibe Vander Linden     Danny Chick, Chairperson 

County Auditor     Board of Supervisors 
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