RESOLUTION #01-26-26-04
RESOLUTION ASSIGNING TAX SALE CERTIFICATE

WHEREAS, through the operation of Section 446.19, Code of Iowa, Muscatine County has
become the holder of a certain Tax Sale Certificate to real estate in Muscatine County; and

WHEREAS, in obtaining the Tax Sale Certificate, the Muscatine County Treasurer has complied
in all respects with the requirements of Chapters 446 and 447 of the Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 446.31, Code, grants to the County Board of Supervisors the authority to
compromise the taxes owing and assign the Certificate to another; and

WHEREAS, Parcel No. 13-10-276-009, described more fully as follows:

Legal Description:  10-76-2W S 50- Lot 10 Blk 21 Smalley’s Add S Musc

Street Address: 1815 Schley Ave
Deed/Title Holder: Evelyn C Phillips - Deed; Timothy M or Mindy 8§ McCormick -
Contract

Was bid by Muscatine County tax sale held on June 18, 2018 at a cost of $3,375 and is currently
held by the County as Tax Sale Certificate No. CH180216; and

WHEREFAS, the City of Muscatine, Jowa has expressed an interest in acquiring the Tax Sale
Certificate from the County; and

WHEREAS, the total amount of taxes owing is $41,264, which includes tax, interest, cost and
special assessments, and

WHEREAS, the Muscatine County Treasurer has recommended that this Tax Sale Certificate be
assigned as described herein; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors finds the assignment of the Tax Sale Certificate under the
conditions described herein to be in the public interest.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED by the Muscatine County Board of Supervisors:

Section 1. That the Tax Sale Certificate #CH180216 is hereby assigned to the City of Muscatine,
Towa, consideration for the assignment is ten dollars, provided, however, if sold in the future, the
City will render to the County any proceeds of a sale of the property in excess of the demolition
lien plus the actual cost incurred in acquiring title and selling the property.

Section 2. That such assignment shall be deemed effective upon payment by the assignee of the
amount of $10.00, to the Muscatine County Treasurer, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged,
whereupon the Treasurer is authorized and directed to indicate the assignment of Tax Sale
Certificate and to take those further steps mandated in Chapter 447 and 448, Code of lowa.

Section 3. Upon issuance of Tax Sale Deed to the assignee, the Treasurer is authorized to abate
all current and delinquent taxes outstanding on the parcel at the time of transfer.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 26th day of January, 2026.



ATTEST:

&f
—Frke Vo Ao T

Tibe Vanderlinden
Muscatine County Auditor

Danny Chick Chair
Muscatine County Board of Supervisors
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December 19, 2025

Muscatine County Board of Supervisors
414 E 34 Street - Ste 101
Muscatine, IA 52761

Re: 1815 Schley Ave
10-76-@W § 50’ Lot 10 Blk 21 Smalley’s Add S Mus - Parcel No. 1310276009
Tax Sale Certificate No. CH180216

Dear Muscatine County Board of Supervisors,

The Clty of Muscatine, lowa ("City"), hereby requests the assignment of Tax Sale Certificate No. CH180216
(Parcel #1310276009) by the Board of Supervisors of Muscatine County, lowa {"County"), to the City for the
referenced parcel, addressed as 1815 Schley Ave.

This parcel has been effectively
abandoned since at least 1997. In May of
that year, the City of Muscatine was
required ta demolish, at the taxpayers
expense, a hazardous and uninhabitable
structure on the site. Since that time, the
City has repeatedly addressed numerous
ongoing nuisances, including junk
removal, weed and grass abatement,
and snow and ice removal from the
adjoining public sidewalk. Until this
property is returned to responsible,
private ownership, Muscatine residents
will continue to bear the annual
maintenance costs of approximately

$2,000 to prevent it from becoming a — A A
neighborhood nuisance. Property Location

While the deedholder has passed away, the current contract holder does not maintain the property ot
respond to any notices or communications regarding the property. Although formal notification letters and
invoices were sent to the recorded owners for each abatement action, they have been ignored for some
time. Consequently, the property was offered for tax sale in June 2018; however, the certificate did not sell
and is now held by the County

The City now seeks to secure the title through a Tax Deed—following the completion of the notice of right
of redemption—with the ultimate goal of returning the property to the tax rolls and productive use via a
public auction.

Financially, the burden of this property on public resources Is significant. The grand total of unpaid charges
currently stands at $38,177, a figure that encompasses regular taxes, special assessments, tax certificates,
fees, and accumulated interest, A detailed breakdown of these charges is provided in a chart on the
following page. :

www muscatineiowa.govi26/Community-Development



This debt is particularly staggering
when compared to the property's
assessed value of only $7,400. Given
that the amount owed is nearly five
times the value of the land, it is highly
improbable that a private party will
ever purchase the tax certificate. As
lang as the property remains in its
current legal limbo, the community
continues to lose future tax revenue
while City taxpayers shoulder the
ongoing costs of maintenance and
mowing to prevent the site from
deteriorating further

By assigning this tax certificate to the
City, the Board will facilitate a
resolution that benefits the County,
the City, the School Distirict, and the
neighborhood as a whole. Qur primary
objectives are to transition the parcel
to a tax-paying entity that will
maintain the land—ideally resulting in
the construction of a new
home—while ending the drain on
public resources and allowing local
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government entities to recover as much of the expended public funds as possible.

To ensure a fair outcome, the City agrees that upon any future sale of the property, it will remit to the
County any proceeds that exceed the costs of the demolition lien, nuisance abatement activities, and the

actual expenses incurred in acquiring and selling the property.

Thank you for your consideration,

April Limburg, City Planner
City of Muscatine




